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1« Hr parents* background and my does relatives, 

X) Hy father's name Is SOOBTSOKOP Xu Haoisoviob. I do 
apt know bis exaot birtbdate but X suppose that it was some- 
where between 1870-1873. , Nationality - Circassian. Our family 
used to live aliiays In the village (aul) .Tabtamuka which Is 
now the canter of a rayon in tbe>Autonom Adlgolakoy oblast! . 
of tbs* fi&FSB' Ky fatbar was a farmsr and owned about $ 0 bee* 
.tart of land* Tabaooo and wheat were the main or ops* .Baa Idas* 
that.' ay fatbar was raising oavalry horses for^ thtf army* Ha 
maintained a small drove of horse a, bad 6- 7 cows and fair hundred 
beads of sheep* Hirad b$lp was used, A boor ding to Soviet 
standard ay father belonged to tbe kulak clear and later on was 
'ar suob dispossessed. Hy father bad never a position in any a 
' kind of administration and wa# pot prossoutad prior to tbe 
establishment of tba Soviet government* tr> . 4 

■* • v *j 7 > ^ * - V 

Up to 1930 tba 8ovlet government confiscated oavalry borsas 
from my father's farm* In 1930 the complete collectivisation 
was .pro lzito affect* Rumors started spreading amohg^tbe Cir- 
cassian^ that in tbs new kolkboties all Circassians will bay# 
to sloop under one eovar and In one building. The ^lnbfi.bi,tah ts 
of six big villages deoided' to go to tba city of Krasnodar in 
order. to defy with pitchforks end axes the collectivisation. 

My fatbar participated In this march. On the banks' of tbe rlv$r 
Kuban tb$y were stopped. Tbe womenfolk was sent bon^but the 
men arrested, among them ? my father. Some of tbe participants 
were let free after at very short time but my father waaMept 

till 1931 * « . r * V ' • 

* 

Wben*my father returned from prison, our village (aul) 
had beooue a kolkbos. Tbe bolihta bad taken over our land, our 
livestock^ our barn where* we. used to prooess our tabaooo crop, 
and tw* livestock bams wblch^wera. destroyed and tbe lumbar 
carried away. Only on# cow was left for our family. However, 
o\jr family eou Id not beooms member a of the kolkbos. All this 
amounted to a plain act <©f robfcsjJfolSraskulachivanlye) • 1933 

we became members of tbe kolkhosjswt only my, father and mother 
ware permitted to work there. Tbs responsibility for the 
sowing and tbe growing of wheat belonged to three elderly men 
In our kolkbos. Qnd of them was my father. 1936 they sowed 
tbe wheat! by band without using tbe proper .machinery. 
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For one reason or tbe other this year the wheat did -hot sprout f 
The three old men were accused as "wrecker*" and arreted. a 
My father was In prison till 1936* During this time&only ay 
©other and I belonged to the kolkboi/ 1933 ay father returned 
fro® prison but bad to work from now on as a regular kolkhoznlu. 
o’ <t + ’ © 

In 1943 the Soviets occupied again our village after the 
retreat of; the Germans* A group of Soviet partisans were the 
^firet ones to enter our village* Among then was a 0 treat elan 
PSTBV&H Tearuk. Be arrested three elders , among tbinmy father, 
and exeouted them near , our barn* because they had allegedly 
helped the' Oeraane* Aotually, these elders bad only collected 
poziey aaong the villagers In order to throw a big party for l 
two Goman Generals who had vie 1 ted our village* At toat tine [ 

I wae not boas and learned about father's execution only, at a / 
later date* , 


2) My mother Dedj^Kurash wae6to 7 years younger 

*” 1 * " J X* lo 


than a a 

ay father*' She .was never appreh ende d » l> lost oontaot with her 
^ after my eyaeuatloa with th^ retreating Oermans, wblob happened 
around February 1943* ftlnoe tbenl never have heard anything 
fro® her* . Much' later some other Olroasslans told me that she 
has died in 1947 ♦ 

* \ * i: * f 

3) Hr brother e and slstersi 

Altogether I bad* els sisters and four brothers* S sisters 
and two brothers are dead* One sister died 1926-27 during a 

■ ohlldblrtb*. The rest died 1921 during a oholera epedemla. 

Mother used to. tell me bow the oholera bad finished up most of 
'our family;* All this bee happened before my birth, therefore 
X do not, know any details* two of my deceased sisters left ' 
bofrey behind them* The eon of one sister was o ailed Mahmud 
and of another * Kaderbseb. The latter was older than I* 

■ ■ • ... *. i 

h) Tbe naoe-^of? my alive brother ie 5 ‘S0QBrrS0P # Moei born 
OeUnber 12, 1966* He lived with the •family till 1931* In 
this year my father returned fr dpi prison and nj brother broke 
officially with 1 bis parents, in order fo obtain the** confidence 
of the f Soviet government* Our families belongings were not 
divided on v thle oooaeion beoause we efid not bmreany. 

Be wept to Krasnodar and worked as a locksmith In agnail faotory* 
1932 he beeame a member of ; the Odttinnist Party* 193Sf he re-,,,, 
turned to ; our village and beoame ^airman of pur village kol- 
kboi ». Be | lived separated from ue and tried not to have any 
oohtaet with ue* 1936 he was sentanoed to two years of bard , 
labour for not having fulfilled the annual grain delivery quota 
of our kolkboi as established by tbe oontraot, Actual lyi my * 
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brother bad delivered tbe requested amount of grain, but be bad 
not sold the surplus of It to tbe government but bad distributed 
It among the kolkfcosnlkl, about 2.5 kilogram grain for each 
labour day\ My brother was brought first to tbe prison of 
Krasnodar and after that to a labour colony for bard labour near 
' tbs same oity. 1937 **• tbe year of the great purge, known by 
s tbs name Jssbovsbohlna* Mass arrests started and my brother was 
transferred for Interrogation from tbe colony into a prison be- . 
longing to tbe oblast 1 HKVD In Kalkop. There was tbe following 
reaeon for jits An old emigre# Kllloh Olrey who was living abroad 
bad written ;a letter via Turkey to bis relatives Inserting tbe 
following phrase "With God's help 1 shall return, and we will 
-meet again"* This letter became known to tbe oblof of tbe ob- 
laatl SKVD Dolgopatov. He interpreted tble sentence that way, 
that tbe emigrants are planning an overthrow of the Soviet re- 
gia* and a Ire turn of all emlgrees to their homeland* Mess ar- 
rest started^ si onoe. There was hardly a family who did not 
suffeh great losses* v^AlV prisons were overflowing. My brotber 
was being questioned vg&qfC Tbe Investigation oontlnued up to 
1933. till finally Dolgopatov bins elf was arrested as an \snemy 
of tbs people 0 . How some of tbe arrested were set free, among 
them was ay brotber* Por some month be was unemployed*. He asaod 
tbe Party to be reinstated but to no avail* Soon be became 
manager of our village etore wblob belonged to tbe village 
Soviet* 0 1938 J be was arrested again because be bad failed to 
report to toe 0 author itlss tbe two embesslers vbbmbe bad oaugbt « 
red banded 1 In tbe store., v 0nder tbs orlmlnal law paragraph 111 
*fbs was sentenced to ir/Z year* prison for neglect of duties. 
f ‘ 1939 bs was released and got a job with a local construction 
outfit* 191+1 he was arrested and investigated by tbe Krasnodar 
UKVDj what for *• X do not know* 

Shortly before tbe war started he was released and re- 
turned v to bis., old job, where be rsmslned till 0 tbe beginning 
of tbs war* Pro* there on we were always together 

J^ffMyi slater Suret Tleptserlsbe was born in about 1921. 

She lived with us until about 1938/39, then she got married to 
a veterinary of our ralon. In tbe beginning of the war be was 
oslledllntb tbe army as a oaptain - veterinary. Fall? 191+1 be 
> came on furlough from Krasnodar to our village • Since then we 
lost contaot with bira* 1957 X learned from otber Clroaselans 
who bad some Information from our ^village that my sister le still 
4 living there* X, personally ,ne ver.tr led to* oontaot her. 

X have ho other oloss relatives In the Caucasus. After my 
.'<evaeuatlon by the Oermans I neither received nor wrote letters 
to my' village . 
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tfy Childhood 

i vm born August 24,1924 In cur village (aul) Tabfcamukay, 


salon ointtr of the Autonoa Adygeyskoy Oblaatl E3FSR* 
with apparent* until 1930 or 193i« 
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I lived 

w _ . _ 1 entered the local primary 

’ school (semlletka) and finished her In 1939* Y remained inv 
fchA^a ftQond g rade two years* 193 6 this school was changed into 
yd high school (dee Jatiletka) and Z graduated from the eighth, 
.-■ Wads * Spring 1939 having finished the eighth grade I became 
bookkeeper ; ^n tbs administration of our kolkhoz. I bad to re- 
gister the workdays of eaob kolkbosnlk. I personally received 
0tT5 york ; daye for eaoh day I worked. X did not plan to finish 
•high school, beoause I wanted to Join the arrayj ber uniform had 
Impressed !ne very much* Beside that I knew tbiat some village 
(InbAbltante had gotten better Jobe 'than others after having 
served In the army. * 

* The secretary of our village* Soviet Dedl Doll was a remote 
relative of my mother* Z begged him to obange the date of my 
toir1?b # ao r that Z could be drafted In' fall 1940. He obliged and 
X,w*s about Jt© be drafted* But Instead of that I was ax rested 
and thrown Into Jail* With two other guys also were about to* : 
be drafted we went to a restaurant^ got drtink and lnaulted the 
v wal tr.es* there wlib ugly worde^f^^ttader the criminal law para- _ 

' graph 74 # three were sentenced to, one year prison for lm- i? . 
'proper, behavior, (booligahstvo) . The first two weeks we were 
' • in; a transit prison in Krasnodar* , Most of the imprisoned, me 
inolude^; were then transferred to' BJelo stock in order to 
biillft tbepe a big military airport* There we worked till the war 




Kt^VOL and homecoming • a 

June" 227 W5T after having received |be news about the 
outbreak of the war, we were aseembled at '4 o'clock in the mor- 
ning and mar o bed off in an .unknown direction* We maroh^ed two 
days without res tV 0n ourtseoond day our group was split in . 
two parte*; *tn one group wrap put all ^bo bad only short term 
sentences, in ,tb£)Otbe£ tbe^oll%ioal prisoners were gathered. 
Wn^tbe Short , f term prisoners, were dispatched to tbefeity of ^v 
'SmoljoaJt- in order to go there before the draft board' arid to r 
drafted into the army as defenders on n the great fatherland. 
When we started on this mar oh we fit© 'very few guards, before 
the end of the march even 4 they bad disappeared. We arrived at 
the camp located 4 kilometers from Smolensk* There we ware Is- 
sued at once "certificates of premature release" (spravka o 
dosrochnoy osvoboibdenli) , beoause they had been made up already. 
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I arrived In this camp filth tbe last group and when I asked , w> 
for ray certificate- It waa slating, however, another one was../ 
node ptp at once ana banded to me,' Having all received the above 
sent toned certificates we were supposed to go to Smolensk and 
present ourselves to a drafting board (Vo enkomat) in order to 
be drafted* 1 Instead of doing this I wont home to the Caucasus. 
Two weeks after my arrival In tbe village ray friend Mahmud 1 
auebetl j/ialted me. He bad been sentenced to f> or) 6 years bard 
lat^^^ahd '^ad worked with me at tbe oonstruotlon of the military 
airport inYBJcloaTtok, He did not belong to the abort term group 
<uad could: not be released prematurely for this reaeon, be could f % 
not get tbe i certificate, 8oMn order to receive It anybow kt bo L-* 
bad need my name and bad obtained mj* car tlfloata. Now be wasrp'V 
Hare as - a double of me. He asked me not to report bin and be ,, 
promised t# go to Krasnodar at onpe to got him* olf a passport 
under my name add af tar that not to return to our village, 

I agreed, '* 

derrloe in a labour battalion ; 

TTIT75IIT9lJX~and v dld not work anywhere. Sep- 
t ember/October 1941 <>dr fent£r e village youth, me and my brother 
Moe Included were drafted Into soma labour battalions. We all 
were dlspatobed to a Cesaak village Plnekaya near tbe river . 4 
Kuban, We did not receive neither uniforms nor weapons, ^We 
bad to dig there trenobea, Pirstwe worked near tbe olty of 
Bagaiak close to Ros^tov, Ve were digging trenches and building 
fortifications. That way ve were alterhatly working or re- 
treating tid^wbole winter. Spring 1942 we were already near 
ArmavlM', A rumor started spreading that we would be shipped 
to dig dltobes In tbe Crimea, This I did not like, I went AWOL ' 
and returned borne. There I was Siding In the wood# and earner 
visiting my mother only at nights. This way I lived until tbe 
Germane arrived In* August 1942, ’ 

By life under the Per mans - . ■ 

August 194^ ^the Germans seised tbe Autonoa Agldayskiy Oblast 1 .and 
■ oon tbey established a new olvll administration in our ralon. 

The t Germans based their rule on tbe "Counoll of t fee Elders" 
because .these supported them enthusiastically. Upon tbe^reoom- 
mandatloa of the "C'bunoil of tbe^BlderaJ tbe Germans Installed 
my future father* in- law as oblef^of ^our ralon, $Be was held In 
very blgb esteem by the Germans |^ fhey asked him even to move 
'for 
Sov 


this purpose from another dlfljriot Into oura. Under the* 
eta, b# 'used %o be oblef of ' supplies In one of tbe^ local 


guard unite protecting* our water supplies 
carrying member of tfce pggty 


He never wkaVa card 


' * * * 

• •■• ' ’ ?; ' ' Vpon tbe recommendation of tbe n Counoil of the Elder a * X 

t: :^lirHut«llad at bead of our local militia. I was asked to 

: appear before the * Council of. t be Elders * and there the Germans 
. looked at me with amax ament considering me nuob too young for 
carrying suob a responsibility. But I told him that I was born 
, ; .in 1918* Aftar that tbe damans gave me tbe position. Hare X 
: V ni subordinated to tbe Chief of tbe ralon who was my future 
! father- in-law. * 

^Ct.Hy responsibilities verei 

a* To lead tbe fight against tbe Soviet partisans. 

; b. To oateb people who were Maintaining contacts with the 
Soviet partisans* 

o. To prevent tbe flow of supplies to tbe Soviet partisans, 
d. To assist the Oermens in .requisitioning food and bay 
fro* tbe population* 

? o* To searob bouses for bidden Soviet uniforms. The Ger- 
mans needed these uniforms very much, 
f . To maintain law and order In our village. 

-- Ve caught altogether 8 Soviet partisans and turned them 
over to tbe Germans. Some Russian "families kept on living in 
eur village, they were mostly former employee of banka or ft*"' 
nance institutions. , There was always an Inherited danger that 
'these people might establish clandestine ooaamn lost lone with 
the Soviet partisans. Therefor a the local police foroe bad to 
evaouate them*. I held this position till January 1943. 

tf ,f , ’ v 

l6r service in the german Army . 

? / , Middle or January " 194 jx voluntarily Joined tbe German army 
and was sent to the 83$tb, battalion, where soldiers were former 
» F09 belonging to tbe different Caucasian nationalities. ^ This - 
battallon was bolding defense position In tbe Cosssik village. 
Kalusbtnska'Sa of tbe Krasnodar kyay. c.O. of tbs battalion waa 
a German o*p tain Erupanek. G.Ot of the first Company, to wblcb 
I belonged was a Circassian from our vlllageyDiepsb Tugus Che c 
is at tbe present time in Turkey, but is planning to emigrate to 
* the U.3.A.) ; 

Tugus being present X told tbe battalion 0.0. that X bad 
finished the military aoademy in Ordshonlkldse, tb%t X bad served 
J in the RKKA as a* lieutenant and that I bad gone AWot. Tugus 
knew that this was not tbp truth ■ Wra be confirmed anyway, vbat 
X had said and then upon bis reoowittdation tbe battalidii C.O. 
put me In charge of a platoon with tbe rank of a platoon com- 
mender. • Our 8 battalion was until february 1943 in Kalus bins keys. 
At’ this time tbe Soviets started tbelr attacks along the entire 3 
front line and the Oerman* began to retreat. We bad pitched * 
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battles around the village, around Krasnodar and In sou other 
v ; r plaoes* Vo even particlpatod In tbo defense of tbo Kuban bridge- 
'■ bead* Tba defense" could bo maintained tbara till August 1943* 


A***? ' 


August 1943 X was wounded in my right a boulder and aant 
to a Gorman military hospital In the town of Melitopol* There 
1 remained till October/Hovembar 1943* 

•p . 

Released from tbs hospital I was aant to the Caucasian 
legion, wbicb at that tlna waa being assembled near Warsaw. 

I belonged to this legion till January 1944* Than I waa trans- 
ferred to a battalion "Bergmann" wbicb waa a Caucasian too "and 
vblob was bolding defense positions near the pity of Hikolaev* 
To this unit X vent having Gorman military travel orders* 

Participation In tba Kvaouation of People belonging "to the 


Hr Partlclpa 
hatlonalltie 


os of tba Caucasus 

Having arrived In Odessa X bad my papers oheoked with the 
local German Commandant * Tbls % was necessary in order to obtain 
(joart era for tba night* Leaving nls building I suddenly met 
there ‘‘the German Lieutenant General von Fosrster, whom I knew 
veli since be bad been onoe In my hboe village where be bad been 
greeted with all due boHdUPs • T~told him all about me and be 
'asked me to cose tba next day to bis headquarters* When X ar- 
rived there he explained to' me the situation ae follows) 

There are great masses of Circassian and Ksbardln escapees in 
Odessa* around 3000 paopXs^ . Tbssiypeepls bars 00 m# from tbs 
~ — - ^ — 1 West bvft^tbs'fiomanians 


Caucasus and now want to go Vsst t^s^fiomanians^are^not^ 

1 altting them, to drive through their country unless tbeyl£<r 
have German military leaders* Per this a man from tbs Cadoasus 
* who speaks German and some Caueaelan languages 4s necessary. 

/ Von Poor star put me. then in charge of this people and changed 
accordingly ay travel orders* This new Job was to my liking 
ein& X agreed gladly* Hew travel orders were Issued to me* 
Simultaneously orders to all German commandants .in Romania . 
wars given ordering them to render me all tbe needed assistance, 
to provide ms end ay group with food *a«d quarters. When X 
joined this wagon train X met there many old friends, among 
them mi brother, my future father- in-lew and his daughter whom 
I married during tba trip in 1944 ♦ This train had about 600 
wagons# : •/ . • $ . " , 

Pebruary/Maroh 1944 X led tbfcf wagon train through the town 
of Konstentsu and we reached Ploeati. April 1944 X got married 
to Gosbnasbo psbamlrse who was travelling In our train* She 
la's Circassian, born 1926 In the village Pohegatlukay of the 


Poneahukaevs kogo ralon of tbe Autonom AdygeyskoJ oblastl. 

My work as a reorulter for the Caucasian unit a of the Per man 
, J&ay > ; '■ ' - ---r w 

In Ploes^ti we received all of a sudden an order from the 
Germane to eurrender our wagons and horses to the German army* 
This was a terrific blow to our entire group of escapees* 

X simply could not do this and therefore stepped down from my 
post* My brother had a certificate of health which stated that 
bs was suffering from TB in a severe form. I claimed this 
certificate as mine and with its help obtained a travel order 
to * Caucasian Volunteer Unit near Berlin* The German comman- 
dant issued a -travel order for me and five other people* I 
took with me my brother, my wife and three people from our 
native village* > 

June/ July 194U we all arrived in Berlin where I reported 
to a Horth Cauoasxjlan Committee which gave shelter to my travel 
companions* X myself / went to tbeH«Q« of trie Caucasian Vo- 
lunteer Uhl te and met there Major General Be id end or ft. He la 
at the present time in Western ‘Germany. r He'*of fered me the Job 
of a recruiter for the Cauoaelan Volunteer Legion*. All new re- 
cruited people bad to be dispatobed to a plaoe near Warsaw* . 

Tbe r'eorultment was supposed to take place in the damps in 
Austria, Hungary and CSR* Having reoeived this order I gathered 
my group And Auguet/Sept ember we arrived in Hungary* 0 I was 
there busy for l 1 /? month. I also was in Vienna and Gras but 
never vent to the. CSR. X was not able to reorult any body be- 
cause by now It bad boo on© apparent that Germany wee about to 
loipe the, war* 1941* X left Hungary and returned without being 
able to show any sucoesoss to Berlin* Hy group remained in 
Hungary* X reported to General Heidendorf who became highly 
indignant about my performance and ordered me to return to him 
the following day. Wblob X never did. In tbe Committee for 
the Hort hern Cauoasue I met Colonel Ulagey. He was^Clrca solan 
and^colonel of the old Csar army* Later on be had become rather 
famous In Albania* How be was a,< colonel of the 3S and Division 
'Commander qf a Horth Cauoasue Division which was in the process 
of assembling* His superior was a -German Standartenfuebrer 
(oolonel) Teierwann3 Tbe latter promised to call up General 
Heidendorf and Inform him that X had Joined the S3* Heidendorf 
never bothered me anymore* ^ 

r •• « , 

With the consent of Tslermarti- Ulagay ,gav#-.iine the rapk of 
^O^ir-sturmfuebrer ,der Waf fen S3" and I was again supposed: to 
reorult Caucasians, but 'now for this division. There were re- 
orult ere a plenty. Among them a 3 bates no v who is new in Turkey, 
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to ■' tb# Sovle ts • 


fcr ia and Hangar y. 

. J- bstabllabed ray office in Horko-Kopaza. 
feV; including my wife and three follows f 
rt&Btieivea mostly with blaok marketing. 
fp $ tee -from Hungary into Austria., Ko recrult- 
6e~beoause,nobody wanted to volunteer. So we lived 


r Apfrour. groups into Austria. 

oOerman Arny started her general retreat# 

_ i^oup to go to the Austrian oity VillacKwbere 
living at that time. On our way j there 
:tO:fa ; vbkby» We stopped in the village Neudorf 
H tee£e* ; W learned that 'Ulagay's SS Division bad 
_ Bdc^feiltaly and was etatlonod near the town of 
d^oid^ not to join them, but tc wait for the end 

'■^iy^and'-iaaxiy other eeoapees moved now from Italy 
^wVgot tbami elves quarter# near Drauburg, End 
our group Joined them, but my father-in-law re- 
fill;,-'’ * s ' 

'MiuifJ j . , ,* 

Jiperojany surrendered.. Our camp In Ober Drauburg 
10> 000 emigre##. Because this was the assembly 
% point? fertile -.people from the Hortb\Cauoa#ue . May 1 the first 

appeared. Rumors, started spreading that 
. ’ ; 1th# •vHbgii , A*}-are; going to turn over all Soviet cit Irene to the 
Voy I et #^ v ** To forestall this danger a v committee was elected 
i.i u-.. wbloh bad.beelds# me tb# following members t * 

;/;* IV'poleoberiy Talkesbev - the former president of Kabardino 

• i '<-&*" y ^Siallcnrien during the reign of the German#. 

* • 2* Huh Paneeb - former town mayor of the Pone ebukarv sky 

ralon of the Adygeyskoy oblastl. Later on be moved 
: to England. 

3# Yunus Covmis - a former member of the -Cano Asian Committee 
In the Ukraine and BJelorueaia. He has {/one a to the USA, 

4. Yueuf Kuako - Hulla of a OiroaBnlan colony. Was deported 

,v "by ije Soviets. ■* 

1 «r 

5. Prba^h, I do not remember his name. Hr was turned over 

k tb'^tbe Soviets « 1 J* 


■■ 


S 7V ;'"T 


Under the leadership. of Talkesbev this group developed 
the following plan; The inhabitants of the camp should be dl«, 
Tided Into groups of 100-200 people and these groups should be 
■oattered about the whole neighbourhood. Provided the English 
would start deporting some groups, the others would get then a 
timely warning 9 which would enable. them' to go Into biding. 

The English learned about our plan and our whole oomaittec was 
arrested, including met as a former soldier 1 was brought at 
onoe in a FOW oaiap in Splttal. Tbs rest of the arrested were, 
kept in the same oamp, but put under guard, * 

They e tar ted to transport the FOW in truoks to Italy, si- 
multeneously tone Soviet off leers . from the repatriation commi- 
ssion began to make propaganda for a return to Soviet Russia, 

Tbo danger of repatriation became imminent. I deolded to leave 
this oamp* The people sent ' to Italy were loaded Into $he truoks 
without any aoooipaaying papers. Therefore it wee very easy for 
me to board suob^an outgoing truck. When the truck passed 
through Vlllaob end drove there along a brick wall I Jumped out , 
of tbO[truok and leaped over the wall. The guards being about 
1$ trucks behind did not notloe my disappearance. They kept 
on going* Behind this wall I saw a German girl to whom 1 ex- ° 

' plained who I am and why I am trying to osoape. She took me 
into her borne and there I exchanged my uniform for civilian 
olpthlhg# Having done this I went to the Park Hotel in search 
for my [father- in- law who used to live In this place. But; he was 
.not there and now my position bad become really desperate. At 
this very day I met on the street an old acquaintance of mine,^ 
a Greek Yurka who used to live before the war 6* kilometers from 
our, village and who had also gone West, How he was working on. a 
farm and living in a labour camp in Vlllaob. He took me into 
bis oamp and Introduced me to other Greeks who were deported 
: from Greed e. Yurka told me also that my father- In- law had moved 
from Vlllaob to Liserobofeh near Splttal, The next day be drove 
me up there. My father- In- law lived there In a oamp for "Ost- 
arbeiter". I remained" with bio for three days. We both deoTded 
to bring my wife from tbs camp In Oberdrauburg to us. We dis- 
patched a Ukrainian girl for this Job, On the third day she 
returned with my wife and my child. When the Circassians in the 
oa zap Oberdrauburg learned our whereabout^ Immediately about 
ijO of "them run away and Joined us* After 4 to $ days we all t 
decided to go to Vlllaob and Join^bere the Greeks, We were 
planning' to disguise ourselves as&reekt and as suob become 
repatriated to Greece, The Greeks? bad a oontaot in the local 
"Arbeifcsamt" (Employment Of fide ) - a German girl „who- could be t 
bribed 1 to issue false documents, .1 got In o,ontaot with her and 
she promised to issue for a payment >f 500 mar ke the following 
document to every member of our g'rou£, p The Greek national' * 
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^ J?r t f(eo and to), baa aotually worked on the .railroad station In 
« : ^Viahxsa as a forced labourer In accordance with tbs orders of 
tbe. Arbeitsamt. Having received this document for our entire 
group I vent to the English Red Cross and received there the 
permit to go to the city of Bari In Italy where a Greek Consul 
war residing. Tble document bed to be presented to the. English 
M#P* unit with tbe number FSS-62* Some sergeant there stamped 
and registered our Red Cross document and we all left for Italy. 


My different triaa to emigrate to some oountry. 


I 


Around July 1945 the group arrived in Bari, Italy, in- * 
eluded my brother, my father-* in* law, my wife and tbe Greek Yurka* 
When I vent to tbe Greek Consul bs noticed at once that I was 
not? Able to speak Greek and therefore bad never lived In Greece. 
He did not refused tbe entry visa outright but said be has to 
ask bis Government. Ve filled out some queetlonnarles. A 
month later ve received tbe definite refusal. Around August 
1945 ve all went to Naplee to, see the Turkish Consul there, 
but be even refused to let us In,' because he had been ’bothered 


too! much by people like us who wanted to go to Turkey. However, 


they advised me to see tbe Turkish Ambassador in Home. But 
be albo refused to give me an entry visa. My group was how in 
a desparate position. We, all gathered under a tree near the 
Catacombs In order to spend tbe night there. 


Next day I met on tbe local ba&aar a Huselan blackmarketc^er, 
From him I learned that I did not have to be afraid of any* 
thing lnvltaly, that , the Vatican protected the Dp's and that 
be even Mints Ins some bouses to shelter them. However, theae 
bouses were over crowded and we oould not be admitted, so I * 
rented a room for my family from an Italian. The address was 
Cecillia Mettcla 3 . There we remained for two months. I suc- 
ceeded in getting my brother Into. a TB, sanatorium. 


) 


Tbe polloe of Rome gave me tbe permission to live In the 
,city. First we got only a temporary permit but later an un- 
limited one. This dooument Is ‘still; In my possession. 
November 1945 X moved Into a separate apartment on Via Appla 
87 where I remained until October 1947- During tble period 
most of the DP'e me lnoluded made their living with blaok- 
marketeerlng. 


m 


1947 * great danger arose th$V Italy might be taken over 
by the Communists, Tble would have meant a oomplete disaster, 
to us, D.P'e. Therefore 1 began to look around very eherge- 


UlPj ,, _ _ 

t leal iy* for some. possibility of emigration. X made Inquiries 
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of Veneouela, Argentine, Paraguay, and Swiss, 

’ : bat without any auocsss* October 19U7 our group delegated me 
■ and issued ate the proper oredentlale for going to Egypt and 
negotiating there about our moving to. Egypt. My credentials 
/. were validated? >by tbs Italian Red Cross, and as a result of tbla 
’ tbs Egyptian oonsul issued me tbe^entry visa. But Egypt re- 
fused to take tbe Circassian DP*** In Kalro I went to the 
Chief of tbe Moslem Brotherhood Ha Bean Venna to ask hip f or ■• 1 > 

help* Be advised ns to try to emigrate to Jordan since there 
. were already 10,000 Circassians* I followed his advice* 

The Jordanian Consul in Kalro gave me snehtgy visa to Jordan 
and I left for Amman* There the minister of Interior was a 
Giro* solan. He received me. listened to me and led me^to tbe 
Hing Abdullah* Having received my report be gave the permis- 
sion to my group to ooras to Jordan* A special daorse o on corn- 
ing this, matter was Issued* ' 

, x Xn Amman I went to tbe local Circassian colony and col- 
lected tbere money for our trip from Italy to Jordan. I was 
able to get 2950 Dinar, which was Just enough to&tover the 
expenses of our trip* I paid the money for the 6rip° in tbe 
..shipping caiqmny "Adriatica", and returned to Rome in November 
/• 1947 .; ‘ 



»t ■ 



My Ilfs in Jordan , 

. lb# TTSSiuITof the United Klngdom/leaued me an entry visa 
to Jordan in Rome* pa o ember 191*7 our group oonslstlng of 67 
people arrived ip Haifa » From tbere we went to Amman* I moved 
Into the bouse of the Ciroasslaa^Bamil Bel Dsbambek* I bad 
*- no Job until- February *1948* dll this time the^above mentioned 
Circassian fed and sheltered me* ^ 

Februaty/Har oh* 191*8 I got a Job -as an procurraent agent 
with the Iraq Petroleum Co* In M*fr>k. There I stayed till 
December 191*9, on vblob date X was laid off boeause tbe ©om- 
pany ceased to work Caere ^ . 

17 January 1956 till April 16, 1952 I worked In tbe muni- 
cipality of Amman as a supervisor of tbe labour for os* I was 
laid off because this position be oams eliminated too* 

April 16, 1952 till the middle of 1953 I * a » unemployed; 

At that time I was gl^en back my pld Job where I worked till 
June 1,1955. . -- " ^ 

\ -'C 

During my unemployment time I was able to secure relief * 
from the UNRA : playing tbe role of a Palestinian refuges. 

■ r ** 
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! During my entire otey In Jordan I never met any real com- 
miniate, however, X did meat some people who were syng>athetlc 
to the asp lr at lone of the Soviets* The Oiroassian youth was 
longing to return tot the Cauoasut— their home country* They 
ease to me In great numbera in order to hear from me ^about the 
Caucasus and all what was going on there. 

Once 


X was .Invited by Dsbatdet Hatyb, the deputy ohlef of 
the passport division In the municipality of Amman* This position 
oldlag 


by Dshaadet aatyb 
the municipality 

be is bolding up to now, He showed me an English journal Issued 
during the v war which bad a picture of Stalin and a picture of the 
Hay j par ads In Moscow were the entire Supremo Soviet was standing 
on top of Lenin’s Mausoleum. Tbs host was full of praises for: 
tbs gallantry of the Soviet Army In tjbe war against ^Hitler* I 
did not llke ^bls* Besides, he bad hot a single 'picture of bis 
own ixmarob in bis bouse* "And I told him sot 

"If yon would be a true Circassian* you would bats hot, only 
tbs ooaanujiiota*but all the Russians, because, t^sy alio have 
besnsnemles of, onr people and of our eoiihtrj* The Rue- 
ft elan osar'll have taken our liberty away but "the communists 

ft areligoing to kill our entire station. - You, yobr self /are 

an emigree who has left our country fleeing from the Rus- 
sian occupational forces. Therefore we should not have 
I any sympathies whatsoever neither with the Russ lifts nor 

with the Communis tsV* 

. After this speech Inever went to him again* 

I tried to discourage the Circassians In going to Soviet 
movie plotures* I wrote anti- communist articles in the local 
preCs, as for instance in the Arabian newspaper "Ordun 0 and in 
a Armenian monthly Journal* February 1952 I got oleoted as a 
delegate from Jordan to the Committee of Nationalities from 
tbe! Northern Caucasus In Munich* The credentials are still with 
me. . r * r *; s * 

June 1925 upon my reoouaendatlon the Circassian Josfl Bel 
Mlrca was elected as a delegate to this oonoiittee, beeldes that 
be wm and et&ll is tbe^Clroasslkih representative In the par- 
liament of Jordan* Be war the official delegate and I his de- 
puty, but most of the; praotleal work was done by me* The main 
Job | of euob a delegate' le to conduct anti- soviet propaganda not 
only In Jordan but also among all tbe Mohammedans « 

I 


Mr tripe abroad 

Dur ing my" s toy in Jordan I vest about 3 or 4 timee to Bei- 
rut (Lebahon) in order, to bring my sick brother to tfc# TB hospital 
Bebanes.* Sometimes my brother stayed there for two weel$s but 
usually only for a couple of days, ‘because he was afraid" to die 
so far a^way .from all his relatives. In 1953 or 1954 brother 
was' operated in the French Hospital of Amman on his right lung. 
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At tbe present tine be If much improved and la planning to oome 
to tbe »SA. Z vent always to Beirut through Dajcaskus, Onoa I 
bad tb atop there, beoause my brotbar started coughing blood 
and to prooeed further would have meant to endanger bis life* 

/ Hr life in tb# U. s.A. ■**" 


Jane 26 # 1955 I# J iy wife and our two kids entered the** ^ 
USA*vfefe moved to Patterson, Hew Jsrsey, forth St ^4 7*3 and * 
stayed thereon till August. I bad no Job, but there was a 
large , Ciroasalon colony which helped me over the first dif- 
ficulties, besides that I bad % dOO.QO saved up prior to enter* 
lug this country. . 

^4955 I v bdbaSne a salesman in the Pioneer Furniture Co, In 
Clifton, Z was making $ 55 a.weOk, On tble Job I bad no success. 

* September 1955 I started vdrking with Totov Motors . ^At 
nights I cleaned oars and during the day 1 sold cars, 

Ootober or beginning of November 1955^111 February 1956 
Zrwas reoohv&leso log, from a bad ^ car acoidsnt in which my eplne 
bad been damaged. Doctor Martin Hemlrov In Hew Jersey treated 

mv ' 

: February 1956 I started to learn jfcbe business of an in- 
surance agent' and beginning of March I passed tbe examination 
and reoelved the permission to be an Insurance agent in the 
states of Hew? fork and lew Jersey, I Joined the agent Co, 

Rio bard E.Meler which was representing the Mutual of Hew fork. 

Z worked with this company until JUne 29, 1953, 

During this period Z bad tbe 1 following Interruption in 
my work 1 

1* From February to August 1957 a* course In Ft. Meade, 

2. From Ootober to December >1. 1957 Z was in Jordan to 
study tbe local market conditions* 

■Sk* * '• 

My family oonslsts of my wife, about c^bom Z have already 
given all Informations, and my four children: r {l) Son Kazbek, born 
April 1, 19^5 In 'Austria, (2) Daughter 8usanna,born June 3, 1956 
in Patterson.; (3) Daughter Sarah, born June 10, 1949 In Harfak 

(Jordan), (4) Son Aslan, born Ootober 31. 1957 In Paterson.Ni J. 

* 1 ; ■ * &*•/*’♦. * * . 
a,. , _ ,foi; ^ 

Starting from August 20,1953 t5y wife has started working 
on a oohveyer-vitb the Universal Manufacturing Co., Paterson, ■ b 
29 E. '6tb*Street. 
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;■ ; Th» history of falsifications In ay biography which have bean used 

■». ' ■ - ---- — 


Everything I have said here so far is the unvarnished truth. 
There are no falsifications. However , up to now I used to tell 
some wrong things in relating my biography. They are as follows. 






v rim ,1940 X changed my blrtbdate with the help of. the score tary 

6 #’ our village Soviet, a remote relative of nine and stated that 
. X was borne In 1921, in order to be drafted in the Army 3 years 
ahead of tine. Therefore X waa oalled before the draftboard in 
1940 an<Jf registered. But 1 waa not^draft ed but arrested. I never 
have ttse& this vereion of my biography any «ora* - "~“'*"——«...- 

; 2. In August 1942 during v tbe Oerman oooupatlo^ tb^Oermans 
made me chief of our vlllage?$H>llee according to a rebo*nsnehda- 
tlon of our "Councilor the Elders.” Ewt^I erould bold tbit po- 
sition only after X had changed my blrthdate and eald that I waa 
born in 19X3* 5* *. 


v 


3 . January; 1943 when X joined the Volunteer 835th battalion 
of the Oormakn army X eald wrongly, that I bad finished the 
Kil Iter y Aoedemy in Ordsboxilkldse and was a lieutenant In the 
RKKA. BSsad on tbit I became at once platoon commander. Due 
to tbla. Change in my biography the Oeraan command held me in 
auob a high esteem that It entrusted me always with position of 
great responsibility. Or In other words having 0 hanged my 
biography X was able tOajieoure me mao b better positions with the 
Germany Such a change Intmy * biography could not be retracted 
any moire but had to be doveloped further on, 

4* X had to use the same story in filling out my documents 

for entering the USA. **- ‘ • 

o 5. i: bad to tell this story to the Press Attaohe of the 
American Embassy In Asaan. beeauae X had used It in my doouments 
and the new version was widely known among my friends and 00 - 
patrlote. « 

6 . living In the USA I had, to use this same version even 
in my talks with this organisation. % I have used this version 
of wy biography about four times but my story of being born in 
1916 X used only when It was unavoidable. Arriving In Ft Meade 
I waa soared to tell the truth betisude X was afraLd of depor- 
tation. X new that 1 was acting dishonest but I consoled my- 
self With the thought that X did not basloally hair# any bad In- « 
tehtlons and did not 4ant to barm anybody*." 

When X was forced to tell the salary which 1 allegedly 
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ived as a lieutenant In the RKKA, X had not >tbe slightest 
, IdfA what It could have been, so I named 2,600 rubles. Later It 
?’ turned out that this Amount was about four tines too jnuob. 

Tb> name of tbe commander of tbe i&tb Division l-la jor-Oeneral 
Tfccbenko and tbe naiay- ot , the oonmander of 305 Regiment Legkodukb 
I got from a friend a Circassian Yakuba 'Idris who actually bad 
; mryod In these units. X myself, did not know tbe location of ' 
fosse units and' in which battles they actually bad participated, 
fbe names of the commander of the 1st Battalion Bakblrov and 
the name of tbe ooaaander of the }r6 company Savobenko are just 
names wblob X happened to remember. Bakblrov was the chief of 
our ralon WKVD division. He was a sworn enemy of our family 
and X bevsrcan forget ble^hame. Savobenko was, tbe seoond 
secretary of tbe party ralon oomaittse. ‘His nameV I cannot for- 
H&t «ttlxr r .% * ■ •• '» • 

Why did X decide to drop these different a tor lee? 

X dld^iot stop telling these. s tor lea and told, the truth in- 
stead because X, was pushed with my baok againattbe wall or’ 
had gp$$e& mixed up, but my oonsolence was bothering me. X 
‘had come totb# conclusion that my present status is not.de* 
tarmlned by of a lieutenant In tbe Soviet 'Army or by 

my education but only by my personal abilities. Among the other 
participants on tbe oourses there work people who never had 
been a, lieutenant, but still were held iti high esteem by tbe *., ■ 
Americana* Besides that X reached "the conclusion that tbs 
Americans are not going to deport me as long as they value me. 


Written Ootober 22,1956 




0 







